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Dear Friends, 

2017  has been another very busy year. Our numbers are up to 4,000   

admissions a year now and we occasionally run out of room. We are      

always building new cages and aviaries; it is a good job we have 60 acres 

of land and willing volunteers to build.  

I would like to thank all our supporters, staff and volunteers this year, 

you all helped to lighten the load.  

Many thanks to those who worked on fundraisers for us,  from the yard 

sales to the golf course, you raised enough funding to keep us going.  

As I am writing this, we are treating a loon with  lead poisoning, an eagle 

with a spinal injury and a porcupine hit by a vehicle.  It made me realize 

how lucky we are in this area to have a facility like Sandy Pines, with 

technology to diagnose with a x-ray and leadcare machine, and treat    

using anesthesia promptly.  It is all of you that have made this happen 

with donations and volunteering. 

  

Sue Meech 

Sue Meech, Founder & President 
Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre 
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We receive no government funding so donations 

and fundraisers are our life support.  

Our 2018 Calendar is available  now and would 

make a memorable gift  and support a great 

cause. 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 
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2017 Fundraisers 

As you can see from the photos, we had several great fundraisers this 
year.  The weather obliged and we had a good turn out  for all the events. 

So much work goes in to a successful fundraiser and everyone worked hard to 
raise funds for our wildlife centre. 

Some events were big and some were small. Several children held Birthday 
Parties to raise donations for us, some people held yard sales and others  
gathered food and cleaning supplies from our wish list.      

To all of you a big Thank You! 
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Aquatic Centre 

This year some of our fundraisers 

have been dedicated to opening an 

aquatic centre for water birds.  

Every year the number of water 

birds admitted has increased and 

some of these birds are big, such as 

Trumpeter Swans and Great Blue    

Herons. 

These birds just don’t fit in cages 

and we have to house them differ-

ently. Sometimes we have to        

accommodate them in the staff 

washroom, or behind a sheet 

strung across the corner of a room.  
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We only have one bath tub so there is a line up from morning to night for wa-

ter birds to get swim time. Constant clean water is  essential for these birds to 

maintain their waterproofing and without that they will drown or die from 

exposure as once their insulation gets wet their temperature will drop.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loons are particularly difficult to keep in captivity as they are on water con-

stantly in the wild and while in rehab we have to house them on slings when 

not in the pool so that their keel does not break down. They quickly lose wa-

terproofing when out of water for any length of time . 

Ducklings long for their baths but have to wait patiently for their turn in the 

tub.  

Most water birds are high  stress birds  so being  in a separate centre would 

be quieter for them and give them more privacy. 
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Making It Home In Time For Migration - 

By Leah Birmingham, RVT 

There are several species that make most wildlife 

rehabbers cringe when admitted. Not because we 

dislike them,  because they are high stress animals 

and getting them to release is like walking on    

burning coals. It is often very painful, and you just 

want to speed up the process and get them to release 

as quick as possible before they succumb to the 

stress of captivity.  After many years of caring for 

injured and orphaned wildlife I feel this way when  

we receive orphaned  Osprey.  The first difficulty; 

they eat fish, and have an intense mistrust of dead 

fish. Getting them to eat in captivity is frustrating  at 

times.  The second difficulty; they have very fragile 

feathers that damage easily in captivity. They need 

these feathers to be in perfect condition on release 

day, because they hunt fish and dive fairly deep. 

Their feathers are their coat of armour, allowing 

them to perform near fatal dives to retrieve their 

prey. 

So when we got the call that a young Osprey had fallen from the nest we cringed and then put out a plea 

for local fishermen to bring us freshly caught fish. Our local media caught onto our request and began to 

share the story of this young raptor in need of help. We were once again reminded of how great our   

community is at supporting the needs of our patients! Every day we received donations of fish, and      

because of those donations we were able to feed a couple of Osprey and some Great Blue Herons as well. 

Our freezers were getting packed despite our patients eagerly dining on fresh, local fish. We have found 

they are more amenable to eating dead fish, if the fish are local species, not the kind you can buy at the 

grocery store. 

Our hope was that the bird would arrive without injury and we would just need to find a way to get it 

back up into the nest. This is really the only successful way of rehabbing young Osprey, as they learn how 

to hunt by joining their parents on hunting excursions. Without parents to teach them, juvenile Osprey 

fail to thrive. It is next to impossible to create the appropriate hunting scenario in a flight aviary.  

On admission the young bird had some minor lacerations and head trauma from the fall, the head     

trauma was his biggest hurdle. We quickly cleaned and sutured his lacerations, they healed. The head 

injury was more complex, similarly to human head trauma, the healing process seems to be partially   

scientific, and the rest is voodoo. So we had no idea when he would regain functions such as perching on 

a log with stability, flying, and self feeding. Each day he showed a little promise, certainly once we    

started receiving fish he quickly progressed. At first he could not coordinate holding the fish with one 

talon whilst using the other foot to stand and his beak to tear the meat. We helped him by hand feeding 

with forceps, he was terrified of us, so this procedure was not something either of us looked forward to, 

but it had to be done.  
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We knew that this bird's best chance at survival was on a tight 

deadline. He came in during early August, by the end of August 

many Osprey start their very long migration to South America.   

Being a young bird, he would need to take this journey for the first 

time with his parents, or he wasn't likely to survive. If we couldn't 

get him back in the nest before they left, his fate would become 

more grim. Every day he hit milestones on his healing path, and by 

late August he was self feeding fish, and negotiating the aviary very 

well. The aviary he was in did not have a lot of room for him to 

practice longer flights, and he still was going to need some        

guidance. We did some research and found out that the parents 

were still there, they hadn't migrated yet and were seen hunting 

and spending time on their empty nest. Their nest was on a hydro 

pole, as many Osprey nests are. Without an inside connection to 

someone at Ontario Hydro it can be very difficult to get them to 

cooperate, and their poles are private property. The red tape can be 

very time consuming.  

The Osprey under anaesthetic 

having wing injury sutured. 

In discussing the scenario with Laura Turgeon that rescued him, she mentioned a large tree close to 

the nest, easily visible and accessible to the parents. Since he was much stronger at perching and eat-

ing while on the perch, we opted to get him up the tree. We were not positive how strong he could fly, 

or if he could remain perched that high up. He was running out of time, and we needed to try. 

Luckily for us, our neighbour is a very skilled arborist (Sinclair's 

Tree Service) and has helped us out before.  When contacted,  

Jordan Sinclair was up for the challenge. He came with an        

assistant and I gave them a quick rundown on describing the 

nerve it must take to get that high up in a tree, pull a frightened 

young Osprey out of a container all while avoiding the very long 

talons and sharp beak. With the initial rescuers watching, he did 

just that and to all of our excitement the young bird held strong 

to his perch and balanced very high in a tree, across from his 

nest. 

We were elated the return went so well, and waited with baited 

breath with the hope he wasn't returned after a second fall.       

Instead, when we contacted the Turgeon family who were       

monitoring the situation and they blissfully described that the 

young bird had made it back to the nest with both parents still 

there! One day Laura went out to check on the nest and she could 

only see one adult, she was worried the little one had run into 

some complications. Then she noticed one of the adults and our 

young guy soaring over the water, likely out for some hunting   

lessons. Shortly after all three were gone, likely headed south for 

Junior's first migration.  

Jordan Sinclair placing our young 

Osprey in a tree. 
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This year, we have cared for almost 500 eggs, representing 4 native spe-
cies: snapping turtles, painted turtles, Blanding’s turtles and northern 
map turtles. Most eggs were harvested from moms who did not survive.  
A smaller number were laid by turtles who were rehabilitating with us. 

We have been collecting data throughout the incubation period this past 
summer.  This kind of information will allow us to continue to improve our 
turtle care over the upcoming years.  As every native Ontario turtle spe-
cies except one is listed as a “Species at Risk”  by the Ministry of Natu-
ral Resources and Forestry,  every hatchling we can bring safely into the 
world is an important contribution to the survival of their species.   

Thank you for your support! 

TURTLE NEWS 

In last year’s newsletter, we told 
you that we really hoped to be able 
to purchase specialized reptile    
incubators for caring for the    
turtle eggs we collect from turtles 
every spring. Thanks to generous 
donations from our     readers, we 
were able to acquire two              
incubators, which have enabled us 
to more     accurately control the 
incubation environment and thus 
provide more complete care for 
the eggs.  
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Alerted by the public, I was dismayed to learn that the City of Kingston hires trappers to kill    

beavers when beaver complaints are submitted to City staff.   I have also learned that this is sadly 

the case in most municipalities across Ontario, if not across the country.  I was put in contact with  

beaver expert, Mike Callahan, of Beaver Solutions in Massachusetts   www.beaversolutions.com  

to find a humane way to deal with beaver/human conflicts and I ordered his DVD.  

Mike uses a combination of PVC pipes and galvanized wire fencing to create “flow devices” which 

allow water to flow through the pipe as to prevent flooding and the fencing prevents beavers from 

being able to detect where the water is flowing from so that they do not dam up the pipe.  Enough 

water remains on the pond side that the beavers can live in their lodge in the centre of the pond.  

The catch to the successful use of the flow devices is that the pond must be able to support at least 

two feet of water - three feet of water or more is ideal.  Unfortunately, in much of the urban part 

of the city, backing up a creek to be three feet deep is not possible.  However, if you have a beaver 

issue and the pond or creek is already three feet deep, then these flow devices will work. 

Flow devices are built with an 8-10 inch PVC pipe that is placed through the dam at a level where 

the water is to be controlled and the inlet to the pipe is placed in a circular or triangular cage with 

T-posts about 40 feet from the dam on the up-stream side. Drill holes in the pipe so that it sinks. 

The principle of these devices is that the water is controlled by the level of the pipe placed 

through the dam and the large wire cage at the pipe inlet does not allow the beavers to detect the 

sound/feel of the water flow into the inlet of the pipe.  The beavers can work on the dam as much 

as they want to without interfering with the flow of water through the pipe.   

The flow devices are very low maintenance, cost effective, and they do not require heavy equip-

ment to construct.    A flow device can last 20 years.   

Trees can be protected in beaver habitat areas by putting three to four foot high fencing around 

the trees. Beavers prefer to eat willows, aspens, cottonwoods, and alders. They also eat birches, 

oaks, and maples.   Beavers will not eat hemlock or evergreens.  If those bushes and trees are 

planted, the beavers could be discouraged from staying. 

Contact Sandy Pines (sandypines@gmail.com) if you would like to borrow the  DVD.  You can 

watch examples of how to make the flow devices at the www.beaversolutions.com website or you 

can google flow devices  and find many YouTube videos showing the construction.    I hope that 

you have success in using the flow devices. 

Beaver Solutions –by Lisa Osanic 

http://www.beaversolutions.com
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If you would like to 
be removed from 
our mailing list, 

please contact us via 
Email, phone or 

mail. 

We protect your 
privacy and do not 
sell our donors list. 

Please help us help the wildlife of Ontario! 

All of our revenue depends on your generous donations. We receive no 
funding from the government. You may donate by cheque or on our     
website with the “Canada Helps” button.  

Receipts will be issued for donations of $20.00 
or more. Please make your cheques payable to 
the Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre. 

For more information on volunteering, sponsoring, or donating, please 
visit www.sandypineswildlife.org, complete the form below and mail to 
8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, ON  K7R3L1, or call us at (613) 354-0264.  

Name ______________________________ 

Address ____________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________ 

Donation amount  $____________________ 

Check to receive weekly update email   

Email _______________________________ 

8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, ON  K7R3L1 


