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This sweet bear was found in a ditch 
with a face full of porcupine quills and 
no mother in sight. She was thin, weak 
and dehydrated,  but recovered quickly 
and was transported to  Mike MacIntosh 
at Bear With Us sanctuary to be 
with  other bears. 

Photo by Emily Rampling 



Dear Friends, 

Another busy year has gone by and still our numbers are increasing. “Build it and they will 

come” is true! Our numbers are soaring ,we have reached  3,250 so far this year and there is still 

a month to go.  We are getting more referrals from other centres now, mostly for use of our  

aviaries for flight training. We are so lucky to be able to help other rehabilitators as many of 

them help us. It has not been an easy year because of the drought, which has caused stress for 

people and wildlife alike. Fortunately our wells stood up to the challenge and except for a couple 

of technical hitches we survived. With such low water levels we are worried about the winter 

conditions. 

It has been a fun year as we have had a really great bunch of Interns here from around the world 

and the teamwork has been great. Everyone has been pitching in to help out on days off and in 

the evenings. We had as many as 8  students living here sometimes this year. 

We have had some successful fundraisers, even though we are under pressure to raise more 

funds every year to meet the demands made on us by the ever increasing numbers of patients. 
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Thanks to  great work from the staff and our volunteers who 

provide that extra help that is so appreciated. Our volunteer 

drivers have been kept extra busy this year with a lot more 

going out on rescues.  We have also enjoyed working with  

Pilots Paws Freedom Drivers and CritterCabs, all volunteer 

drivers who donate their time to helping all animals in need 

across Ontario.  

I took up motorcycling this year by participating in two bike 

fundraisers and had a great time on the charity rides  by 

Quinte Ride for Paws. 

This rehab business is hard work and it can be emotionally 

draining, but when you get such a great response from all 

the wonderful people out there who help us and the wildlife 

it is heartwarming.  

 

Thank you and have a wonderful holiday season. 

Warm regards, 

Sue Meech 

Sue Meech, Founder & President 
Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre 
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Our new 2017 fundraiser 
calendar is now  available 
for only $20 each (plus post-
age). All photos in the calendar 
were  taken by staff and volun-
teers. It sold out last year, so  
order now!   

Contact : 

info@sandypineswildlife.org 

In  2016 , we admitted over 

3300 injured  

and  

orphaned animals! 

Thank you to our ad sponsors:  

Cheryl Hiebert Personal Wellness, Fancy That/Roundstone, Hart ‘n Hart, Napanee 
Home Hardware, Napanee Opticians, Pet Panache, Sand ‘n Sea, Second Debut,    
Starlet, TCO Agromart, Total Aquatics and Touch of Class. This calendar would not 
have been possible without their generous contributions. 

Janet Drew, volunteer, artist and photographer, designed the layout for the 2017    

calendar as well as contributed photos. Other photos were taken by : Leah Birming-

ham, Connie Black (from Destined to fly),  Elisa Canepa, Ginger Elliott, Julia Evoy,  

and Emily Rampling. Printed by  Burke’s Printing. 
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Turtle Care 

We have had a really busy year with 

turtles. Our turtle room had to be     

revamped to make more space with 

new shelving. Intern Meghan         

McIlwain worked diligently with our 

turtle eggs, improving our hatch rate 

as well as hatching rare Spotted and 

Musk turtles.  

Additionally, we partnered  with the 

Ontario Turtle  Conservation Centre 

(OTCC) in Peterborough to assist with 

turtle care and rehabilitation. If a    

turtle needs surgery, or requires more 

help than we can provide,  we can send 

it to     Peterborough with one of our           

volunteer drivers. Several Snapping 

turtles make the trip every year with 

broken jaws, as they tend to strike up 

as a vehicle tries to straddle them on 

the road.  Dr. Sue Carstairs of OTCC 

wires the jaw, then places feeding 

tubes to allow the turtle to be fed.  

Turtles are always released in the same area they came from.  When they are patched up and 

returned to us from OTCC, we call the original finder of the turtle to see if they wish to release 

them. Finders get surprising calls too when the hatchlings emerge because even though the 

adult they brought in may have died,  the eggs she carried have hatched.  Most finders  are   

excited to release the young turtles back to their natural habitat. 

Photo by Meghan McIlwain 

With so many turtles on the  Species at Risk list we feel we are playing a 

very important role in the conservation of these amazing creatures. We 

have had several Blanding’s turtles in this year and numbers seem to be 

on the increase annually. We would also like to thank Dr. Susan Irving 

for all the extra work she does for turtles, working quietly behind the 

scenes. It is her passion and     fortunately she manages to get people ex-

cited about turtle conservation. 



                 Working Together to Help Wildlife 
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This young bear was found alone and starving, 

probably orphaned, before being brought to 

Sandy Pines.   Once here, she was warmed and 

rehydrated  then sent to  Mike MacIntosh at 

Bear With Us In Sprucedale. Mike specializes 

in bears rehabilitation. He ensures they are 

raised with minimal     human contact and 

plenty of socialization with other bears that the 

cub can learn from. 

We work with many other individuals and  rehabil-

itation centres in Ontario to make sure that         

patients get the best care.  We spend quite a bit of 

time on the phone and Internet arranging rides for 

various animals, reptiles and birds.  Social Media 

can be amazing, and we get rides very quickly if we 

request help  on Facebook.  There are so many 

great people that are willing to drive for us! 

This year, two orphaned owlets were  brought in, 

after being found on the ground and attacked by 

crows. They were found near each other so were 

obviously from the same nest.  

Once we had them fed and stabilized, we had them transported to  The Owl Foundation in        

Vineland.  They have an unreleasable adult Great Horned Owl who fosters and rears orphaned 

nestlings  every year, doing a  much better job than a human can. Once the owls  are full size and 

able to hunt on their own, they are sent back to us to release near the site they were found. 
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This Peregrine falcon was found near Kingston, weak 

and exhausted. After being stabilized at Sandy Pines, he 

was flown to Vineland  by Pilots N Paws. The falcon 

needed some help from a falconer  to learn how to catch 

prey on the wing . He graduated his hunting class and 

was released this Fall. 

Patti Smith (Avian Haven) in Napanee raises many of 

our orphaned and injured nestlings and fledglings  and  

gives them the constant care they need, such as feeding 

every  20 minutes. We also have Connie Black 

(Destined to Fly) in Odessa who works with songbirds.  

 

This beaver was found injured on a main   

highway in the spring. He was a yearling       

juvenile that had probably been driven from 

the den to find his own way in the world.    

Beavers and Otters brought to Sandy Pines are 

sent to Aspen Valley Wildlife Sanctuary in  

Rosseau with the help of volunteer drivers.   

Aspen Valley  has ponds and pools  that are  

specially built for beaver rehabilitation. 

We would like to thank all the volunteers who give up their time to transport wildlife in need. 

To PilotNPaws, CritterCabs, Freedom Drivers and all our volunteers who regularly help with  

rescues, transfers and releases, THANK YOU! We could  not do this without you. 

Sandy  Pines is also a referral Centre for the rehabilitation of birds of prey.  Because of the size of 

our newest aviary (named The Gryphon),  we are able to provide lots of flight room for Hawks  

and Falcons to gain strength and learn to hunt. Some of the birds we accept  from other            

rehabilitation Centres that are juveniles who need more flight time.  We also accept  birds recov-

ering from surgery who need to regain their flying skills who may have had broken bones or 

head injuries. Once recovered, the birds are returned to their  area of origin , with occasional as-

sistance from their rescuers. 
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It is Raining Owls 

Since the beginning of November, ten Barred Owls have been            

admitted to Sandy Pines.  Most of these owls were underweight, weak 

and  injured from vehicle collisions. One possible explanation for this 

abundance of owls is the drought that took place this past summer in 

Eastern Ontario. Droughts often reduce available food like mice, 

which  forces owls to find alternative food sources such as road kill. 

As more owls take to the roadside to find sustenance, more owls are 

inevitably hit by vehicles.  

Because owl eyes are  so large,  they are often injured in vehicle       

collision cases, as you can see in this photo.  If they have been hit, we 

must take  x-rays in order to find small fractures that cannot be felt 

with our hands. On admission we confine them to small indoor cages  

for rest and give them extra fluids by tube. We also administer pain 

medication as we suspect they are hurting from their injuries.  After 

two days of  fluid therapy, we start giving them small pieces of food; 

hand-feeding them slowly and gradually increasing the amount of 

food until we feel the owl is able to self-feed.   As soon as possible, we  

move the owls to an outside aviary where they can stretch their wings and gradually regain their 

strength. When multiple owls are together in the aviary, we conduct frequent weight checks on 

each owl to ensure they are all eating.   

The entire treatment process is slow and healing can take several weeks. Before being released, 

these birds must be able to fly well and hunt for their own food, so it is important to give them the 

time they need to recover. When we feel that they are ready for release, we call the original finder 

to see if they would like to be involved. Most people are very happy that the owl they rescued is 

ready to be returned to the wild. It is an amazing feeling to free one of these beautiful birds and see 

them fly off into the trees. 
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               A Brave Vixen  

On admission with the 

snare still attached. 

 

In her shower den 

At Sandy Pines, Spring and Summer are hectic seasons. Orphaned wildlife seem to stream 

through the doors in droves. Most of their needs are simple, warmth, milk replacement,              

enrichment and proper diet. As Sandy Pines grows, those easy to care for patients are primarily 

cared for daily by our interns and volunteers. To manage these patients the interns (after            

extensive training) generally only need some oversight and help if issues arise. For medical staff, 

this means those patients become part of the masses, but don't necessarily leave a strong impact 

on our psyche. 

It is the forlorn, injured, and abused by people patients that have a 

deeper impact on us. A great example of one of those patients is the 

Little Red Fox that came in mid-June. She had been found with a 

snare trap deeply imbedded into her abdomen. Trapped and left for 

days, until a kind hearted passerby contacted our colleagues at Fos-

ter Forest Wildlife Orphanage in Trenton. Dee (director of FFWO)        

immediately knew this little fox needed quick medical attention and 

had her brought to SPWC.  When she arrived we were in utter shock 

that any animal could     survive the trauma she had endured. She 

had a deep wound into her abdomen caused by the snare digging in, 

it was infected and had maggots in it. Yet she still had some feisti-

ness to her. Even though we were helping, she was wary of our in-

tent! We went to work cleaning her wounds starting her on IV anti-

biotics and fluids. We started working on her at 9PM and finished 

around 2AM. Once we cleaned the soiled fur away we could see how 

deep the snare had dug and it was resting on her abdominal wall, 

another day and she would have likely gone septic and died.  

She still seemed to be a long shot with a poor prognosis. 

While the snare hadn't cut into her spine, the pressure of it 

had impacted her nerve and blood supply and she was stuck 

in a squat position. She required daily wound cleaning and 

bandage changes, IV antibiotics, and pain medication. She 

was going to be intensive care and we needed to keep her 

close. So we opted for one of the best intensive care units we 

have...the staff bathroom!! It gave her plenty of  space and 

the shower bed made for a perfect den with lots of comfort-

ers and blanket nestled into the corner.  
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In her first outdoor cage!  Lined 

with blankets to make sure her 

healing wounds did not get 

contaminated. 

As with most wounds, during the first week the wound 

looked horrible and the extent of the damage becomes   

clearer as dead tissue breaks down and gets cleaned away. 

This wound went from her mid abdomen on both sides, 

and was about two inches wide. It was just in front of her 

back legs, so we had to be cautious when bandaging to 

make sure the little vixen could pee without getting her 

bandage soiled.  

We managed, and so did she. Every day she improved,   

every week she hit another milestone, first coming off the 

IV, then reduction in how often bandages needed to be 

changed, then moved out to a small outdoor enclosure, 

then up to the next size...until finally she was bandage 

free, and ready for the largest fox pen we have. Once her 

wound was healed, it was time to allow her to work on her           

coordination and strength. We worried that she may have 

permanent damage in her ability to maneuver, as she still 

walked and ran in a squatted position. She once again 

amazed us and in a couple of weeks she was moving 

around like a typical fox kit! 

Personally, she was one of those patients that impacted me on many levels. Initially, I was angered 

by the cruelty people inflict on wildlife, I worked away on her wounds until the wee hours driven by 

an intense need to make right, what another had wronged.  Then I was in awe of her stoic demean-

or. Regardless of how helpless she may have been, and how much physical pain she had    endured, 

she faced each moment with a strength unmatched by many. She fought to survive, as all beings on 

this planet have to, but wildlife unlike most people, don't make a big deal of it. It is all a part of stay-

ing alive. I admire how much wildlife live in the moment, not fretting about future, or   lamenting 

over the past.  

She was released in the early Fall, back 

to a safe location not far from where she 

had been found. We hope she lives on 

for many years without persecution 

from any more humans. One thing for 

certain, she has left an indelible          

impression in our hearts. 
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 School Education Outreach Program  

Loon with Lead poisoning 

 

We have an active outreach program with our coordinator 

Janet Fenton, who is a graduate from Sir Sandford   

Fleming College and a wildlife interpreter for 8 years.   

Janet customizes programs for students  of all ages on 

many different topics.  Some topics are about the work we 

do at the Wildlife Centre, from admissions to releases. 

Others topics include endangered and threatened species, 

the    impacts of global warming and urbanization on our 

environment.  

If you would like a presentation for your class or organization please contact us and     

Janet will be happy to discuss a program tailored to your requirements.  

education@sandypineswildlife.org. 

This loon was found on the shores of Lake  

Ontario where she had beached herself.  Sub-

sequent X-rays at Sandy Pines showed lead in 

the gizzard.    Aquatic birds may ingest lead 

objects while collecting   gizzard stones or by 

preying on live bait or escaped fish with  at-

tached fishing gear. Evidence gathered from 

necropsies suggests that ingestion of lead 

weights is the number one killer of breeding 

adult Common Loons . 

Treatment includes removing the lead from the blood 

stream using a special chemical. Unfortunately, this   

treatment leaves the sinkers in the gizzard, which need to 

be removed. Sometimes flushing alone will rectify the 

problem but if there is line attached to the sinkers it may 

need to be removed surgically. This loon was transferred 

to Shades of Hope for treatment  by Dr. Sherri  Cox, Na-

tional Wildlife Center. 



W W W . S A N D Y P I N E S W I L D L I F E . O R G  
P A G E  1 3  

 

                             2016 Wildlife Baby Shower 

The 11th annual "Baby Shower" was a great success for SPWC, raising over      
$17,000 for the care of orphaned and injured wildlife.  Despite the chilly mid-
May weather, hundreds of visitors took advantage of the only day in the year 
Sandy Pines is open to the public, and with "baby season" well under way, there 
was a lot for people to see and do! 

The day included tours of the new 
clinic, baby animal feeding demos, 
informative displays (about bears, 
turtles and raptors), the Evoy 
family's baby farm animals, an 
exciting demo by the Kingston K9 
Unit, live and silent auctions, 
facepainting, and live music from the 
Kingston Gypsies and the Andrew 
Mack Band.  The Hawley barbeque 
and Pete's Za pizza oven kept people 
happily fed.  A diverse group of 
vendors offered art, jewellery, 
honey, pet products, clothing, soaps, 
designer nails, and previously-loved 
treasures. Thanks once again to all 
of the people who helped make this 
such a great event, including Marsha 
Donald and Janet Drew (the event 
organizers), our emcee Jason 
Malley, and all the staff, interns and 
many volunteers who helped in ways 
too numerous to mention!  

Finally, thank you to the many individual, business, and corporate sponsors that 
supported this very successful fundraiser. 

 
Plan to join us on Sunday May 14th, for the 2017 Baby Shower! 
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The News from Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre 

Wish List Items:     60 Watt Fluorescent Bulbs 

Disposable Gloves     Bleach 

Paper Towel /  Toilet Paper    Crazy Glue 

Dish Soap / Laundry Detergent    Heating Pads no auto shut off 

Unsalted Almonds / Walnut  /  Pumpkin  Seeds  Postage Stamps 

Extra Large Industrial Garbage Bags   Post-it Notes 

Carabiners      Duck Tape  Packing Tape 

Clip on Desk Lamp     Anti Skid Mat 

At Sandy Pines, we are always working to help animals in distress.  We receive a lot of help from 

many people who rescue animals, transport them, care for them, help them heal and release them 

back into the wild.  In addition, supporters help us build safe housing for animals  in our care, bring 

us supplies and go out of their way to bring us the natural foods that these animals require, and the 

list goes on and on and on.   

To keep everyone up-to-date and informed, we send 

out a weekly update on the new admissions we have 

received during the week and the success    stories 

of our releases.   A lot of work goes into these suc-

cesses, with a lot of people being involved and we 

want to share those successes with all our support-

ers.  Together we can and have made a   better life 

for many, many needy animals.   

As an added bonus we also send out twice a month 

a game called Who Am I, where you receive a      

picture of a bird or animal with hints as to who they 

might be.  By replying to the email you are entered 

into the game.  The person with the highest score at 

the end of the year wins a Sandy Pines T-shirt.  

Many people have found this game informative and 

educational.  If you would like to receive this    

weekly update or participate in the game, please 

send an email to sandypines@gmail.com and      re-

quest to be put on the mailing list. Our volunteer 

Linda has  sent  these communications out each 

week since 2010.  Thank you  Linda for all the work 

you do for us! 

We never give out email addresses 

but if you want to be removed from 

any communication please email us 

directly at  sandypines@gmail.com.  
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GOLF CHARITY TOURNAMENT 

We are very fortunate that Rhonda Grant and 

Brandon Grant, members of  Your Grant Team 

together with Brittanie Grant and Melissa    

Miller, hosted the 3rd Charity Golf            

Tournaments for SPWC at the Colonnade Golf  

and Country Club. Stand by for the 4th Annual 

event to be held in August 2017. Contact  

golf@yourgrantteam.com  to sign up! Rhonda 

Grant and Brandon Grant, Sales Representatives, Sutton Group –Masters Realty Brokerage 

Inc., Independently Owned and Operated, 1650 Bath Road, Kingston, (613) 544-2000. 

Rhonda Grant, Brittanie Grant, Sue Meech and Brandon Grant 

mailto:golf@yourgrantteam.com


If you would like to 
be removed from 
our mailing list, 

please contact us via 
Email, phone or 

mail. 

We protect your 
privacy and do not 
sell our donors list. 

Please help us help the wildlife of Ontario! 

All of our revenue depends on your generous donations. We receive no 
funding from the government. You may donate by cheque or on our     
website with the “Canada Helps” button.  

Receipts will be issued for donations of $20.00 
or more. Please make your cheques payable to 
the Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre. 

For more information on volunteering, sponsoring, or donating, please 
visit www.sandypineswildlife.org, complete the form below and mail to 
8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, ON  K7R3L1, or call us at (613) 354-0264.  

Name ______________________________ 

Address ____________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________ 

Donation amount  $____________________ 

Check to receive weekly update email   

Email _______________________________ 

8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, ON  K7R3L1 


