
 

 

 Rescue ~ Rehabilitate ~ Release 

On the Wild Side 

Winter 2014 

Almost There 
By the time you read this newsletter, we will have started 
moving in to the new clinic, pictured above. A few delays and we 
are now awaiting Union Gas to hook up, and we will have our 
new hospital up and running! 

The inside has rooms designated for different species, with 
composite washable floors, ceilings and walls. There are sinks in 
every room and great lighting. We are all excited about the 
prospect of winter in this beautiful building. We will even have 
our own generator in case of power outages. No more 
nightmares for me imagining all the animals around my 
woodstove! It will be a busy winter as we are overwintering 
several mammals, plus two smaller fawns and two large 
beavers. 

So many thanks to all who helped us along the way to reach our 
goal I would need a book to mention you all by name, but you 
are in our thoughts. Thank you for all you have done for us. 
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What a fantastic year, with so many great things happening! In August, our 
new clinic began construction. It sprang to life quickly and we are moving in 
in November. We will be having an open house in May 2015 along with our 
Annual Wildlife Baby Shower, so please come and visit us then - you will be 
amazed!  

We can’t thank our kind benefactors enough, Ken Collins and Ilka 
Hrynchyshyn, for their generous donations that enabled us to see our dreams 
come true in this custom-designed facility. They were involved all the way 
from planning to completion, along with Cupido Construction Ltd. Everyone 
worked together to give us the space we needed to continue the important 
work of wildlife care. Many thanks as well to the donors who stepped up when 
they heard we needed funds for the infrastructure. The well and water 
installations cost far more than anticipated. It is heartwarming to know how 
many people care about us and appreciate the work we do for the animals and 
birds that come our way.  

Many more patients were admitted this year than last, which meant more 
expenses, but with your help we managed. With no government funding, we 
rely on community organizations and individual donors for financial support.  

The furniture for the new clinic was donated by the Office 
of Randy Hillier (Napanee MPP) and Kone Elevators in 
Kingston. Moving and storage was donated by Collins 
Storage and Rental, and by SPWC neighbours Sue and 
Greg. So many people assisted throughout the year from 
all across Ontario, in all walks of life and in all kinds of 
ways. We are very much blessed. 

As well, an amazing group of volunteers was sent by Lush 
“Charity Pot” in Toronto to tear down the old fawn fence 
that had been hit badly by the ravages of winter 2014. 
With the help of Lennox Fencing and Lime Lake Fencing, 
the field was rewired and our fawns now have a safe space 
for several years to come. 

Last winter was a difficult one for both humans and wildlife; in particular the 
waterfowl suffered as the lakes froze over. We are hoping for a milder winter 
this year, but at the very least we now have better facilities to work in which 
will greatly reduce the stress on everyone. 

It was a year of amazing rescues and new species admitted. Our staff, interns 
and volunteers did a great job of keeping everyone cared for. We could not 
manage without them. 

All the best for the holiday season! 

Sue Meech 

Sue Meech, Director SPWC 

Director Sue Meech 
at the breaking 
ground ceremony in 
August 2014 

Director’s Editorial 
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To the New and 
Old: Farewell, 2014! 

 

1

The Sandy Pines Wildlife 
Centre is located in 
Napanee, Ontario, and has 
been in operation since 
1994. Our goal is to help all 
injured and orphaned 
wildlife and to release them 
into their natural habitats. 
 
We also give advice and 
assistance to property 
owners who are having 
problems with their wild 
animal neighbours, and we 

A big thank you to all those who 
help with our many fundraising 

events this year and next. 
 

2

provide humane alternatives 
to solve these conflicts. We 
often work closely with 
veterinarians and Humane 
Societies across Ontario. 
 
We are licensed provincially 
by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and federally by the 
Canadian Wildlife Services to 
provide care and shelter for 
birds, mammals, and reptiles. 
To ensure the well-being of 
our patients, we are unable to 

About the Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre 

It was a very busy year with 
so many fundraisers 
happening in support of our 
new hospital. We are most 
fortunate to have numerous 
businesses, organizations 
and individuals participate 
in these events, which made 
it possible to furnish and 
supply the new hospital. The 
fundraising committee is 
now planning many more 
fundraisers for next year to 
help meet our costs of day-
to-day operations. 

A very special thanks to 
JAKK Tuesday's, R-Banned 
and all the very generous 
donations from local 
sponsors. Stay tuned for the 
details of next year’s event  

and join us for a fun-filled 
night of live music, great 
food and plenty of 
entertainment. Help us 
reach our goal of $7500!  
 
Scheduled 2015 fundraisers: 

February 6 to 8, 2015: The 
Annual “Previously Loved” 
Art & Jewellery Sale. We are 
proud to celebrate our 10th 
year of this event! 

April  10, 2015: A dance at 
the Lion’s Club Hall in 
Napanee, with South of 
Seven providing the music. 

May 3, 2015: The Annual 
Wildlife Baby Shower, a fun 
day for the whole family! ☐ 

 

Thanks to our generous sponsors!  
Country Road Primitives, Picton  
Bow Wow Butchers, Westport 
Urban Paws, Kingston 
Randall at Charm Jewellers, 
Kingston 
Loyalist Township Employees 
Rhonda & Brandon Grant – Our 
Grant Team Real Estate, Kingston 
Wendy May Antiques, Kingston 
Pet Valu, Belleville 
Cannery Café, Deseronto 
Quinte Ride for Paws, Trenton 
Cobico Jewellers, Kingston  
Frontenac Mall, Kingston  
Napanee River Dogs Agility Club 
St. Lawrence College Vet Techs 
Society for Conservation Biology - 
Queens University 

offer tours of the Centre. We 
are always looking for all 
kinds of dedicated volunteers. 
Contact us to find out how to 
get involved! 
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This young bear cub was seen 
lying at the roadside for over a 
day. The finder thought he was 
dead and decided he would 
take him for taxidermy. He was 
very surprised when the bear 
looked at him, obviously very 
much alive. He brought him to 
us immediately, which saved 
his life. This was the first bear 
ever admitted to Sandy Pines, 
so our staff was very excited 
and set to work right away.  He 
was cute and quiet, easily 
handled but a bit tipsy with an 
obvious head injury.  

After giving him medication 
for a headache and lots of 
fluids, he proceeded to eat 
everything in sight. 

For this unique admission to 
the Centre, we collaborated 

MacIntosh in Sprucedale, 
Ontario, who walked us 
through several days’ care 
required. We realized that the 
cub should go to MacIntosh as 
soon as possible, so we put a 
message on Facebook 
requesting transportation help. 
The phone rang constantly 
with offers and soon the bear 
was on his way.  

MacIntosh was born and raised 
in South Western Ontario, and 
founded the charity Bear With 
Us in 1992. He says of bears, “I 
am especially intrigued by 
bears, given their high 
intelligence and unique 
cognitive abilities.” 

The bear cub is doing well at 
Bear With Us but still shows 
some signs of brain damage 
that we hope is not permanent. 

Bear With Us 
A first for us:  

A young bear cub is 
rehabilitated! 

  

Mike MacIntosh feeding a 
bear cub formula at Bear 

With Us. For more 
information, visit: 

www.bearwithus.org 

SPWC 2015 Calendars: HAVE YOU GOT YOURS YET?! 
Created by Sandy Pines volunteers, this beautiful calendar costs $20 
and is available now at: 
 
Belleville: Pet Valu, Global Pet Foods 
Trenton: Pet Valu 
Kingston: Pet Valu, Avanta Salon & Spa, Beardall Animal Hospital, Pet 
Valu at Gardiners Rd and at Kingston Centre, Roundstone/Fancy That, 
Urban Paws (Midland Ave) 
Napanee: Napanee Opticians, Sand'nSea, Pet Panache, TCO Agromart 
Picton: Robyn's Nest 
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Volunteer Thank You  
by Julia Evoy 

Thank you to our fabulous 
team of volunteers! The work 
you do is phenomenal and 
together we have helped over 
2,300 patients so far this 
year! We are truly grateful for 
your dedication, time, and 
helping hands in all areas 
which helps provide our 
services to surrounding 
communities and care for 
these amazing wild ones. 
Each and every one of you 
play an important and 
integral part in helping the 
wildlife of Ontario to get a 
second chance! 

Many new faces have joined 
us this year, some only 
during our hectic spring and 
summer season, and others 
who do continuous work with 
us. We look forward to your 
ongoing participation and 
expanding your knowledge of 
wildlife rehabilitation over 
the coming months. 

Much appreciation to 
everyone for your hard work 
and continued support. The 
very best to you and your 
families in the year ahead 
and always! 

CAN YOU HELP? 

We need to expand our 
network of volunteer drivers. 
Our drivers play a critical 
role in ensuring every animal 
admitted receives the care 
needed in a timely fashion. 

Volunteers who wish to help 
with transportation are not 
required to handle the animal 
directly.   Before arranging for 
transport, we ensure the finder 
has the patient safely 
contained. 

Volunteer drivers are “on call”, 
because dealing with wildlife is 
unpredictable and we never 
know when or where a patient 
will be coming from. Drivers 
can specify which days they are 
available (e.g. weekends, 
evenings, etc.). Tax receipts 
based on mileage are available 
for those who provide 
transportation services. 

We receive calls from across 
Ontario, so no matter where 
you live, you would be a 
valuable resource to help 
wildlife in need. We especially 
need drivers from the 
Kingston, Belleville, 
Peterborough, Ottawa and 
surrounding areas. ☐ 

______________ 

If you wish to get involved or 
would like more information 
about volunteering and any 
openings that may be available 
please visit our website call us 
at (613) 354-0264, or email us 
at info@sandypineswildlife.org    

 

What do volunteers do? 

ü Feeding baby animals 

ü Administration work 

ü Maintenance and cleaning 

of facilities 

ü Communications and 

publicity 

ü Rescue & transportation 

ü Fundraising 

ü Organizing events 

ü Animal care  

ü Minimum 16 years of age 

Julia is our long-time 
wildlife rehabilitator and 

volunteer coordinator 
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The 6th Annual Death By Chocolate in October 2014 was a great success, building on the momentum that was 
started last year. Nearly $5000 was raised during the two-hour event; a large amount of supplies and 
Canadian Tire money was collected as well. So many businesses and individuals made donations and 
volunteers contributed hours to make this event possible - thank you! Special thanks to Mr. Print in Belleville 
for providing posters and other printed material for the event, and for providing advertising space in Quinte 
Coupons on an ongoing basis. Appreciation also to the Napanee Golf & Country Club for once again providing 
the perfect venue. We look forward next year’s Annual Death By Chocolate being even more successful! 

23

Death by Chocolate 2014 review: A huge success! 

Shawna Langille and 
family hosted a 
Second Annual golf 
tournament to raise 
funds for us, in 
Memoriam of Alison 
Langille.  
 
Rhonda and 
Brandon Grant held 
a fundraising Golf 
Tournament in May, 
raising much-
needed funds for the 
new clinic. Many 
thanks to all the 
golfers who came 
out to support us! 

Golfing for 
Wildlife 
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One day this past June an OPP car raced into 
our driveway, and out stepped an officer 
carrying a very wet osprey. 

The story was amazing. While the officer was 
patrolling the Bay of Quinte by boat, a 
splashing in the distance caught his eye. As he 
approached he was surprised to see a 
drowning osprey struggling for his life. He 
threw a life jacket to the bird, who 
immediately climbed onto it. 

Ospreys are large raptors, also known as sea 
or fish hawks because they are fish-eating 
birds of prey. They are breathtaking animals, 
with up to a seventy-inch wingspan. 

As the osprey was pulled onto the boat the 
cause of his distress was obvious.  Fishing line 
and tackle were entwined around the legs and 
even one wing. After cutting the bird free, we 
simply gave him a day to rest and then 
released in the same area where he was 
found, close to the water. That’s one lucky 
osprey! ☐ 

O.P.P. to the Rescue! 

The osprey released over 
water: A happy ending 
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For the Love of Birds 
by Patti Smith 

As many of our birds now 
depart to migrate, which for 
some means thousands of 
miles, our household is 
quieter. I have enjoyed 
many years of nestling care, 
rearing and release for 
Sandy Pines. What began 
with an occasional baby 
bird has grown to over a 
hundred birds each season. 
The marvels of bird 
behaviour are revealed 
daily. Young robins will 
turn and feed their siblings. 
They love to bathe, which is 
especially amusing when 
four birds are fluttering and 
splashing together for a 
group bath. Once released, 
they fly off in a group to the 
forest on our property and 
return to our deck when I 
whistle for feeding time. 
Then with a joyful launch 
are gone to forage until the 
next food call. 

   Despite the drastic 
decline of swallows over the 
last decade, this season I 
raised and released more 
than in past years, thirteen 
in total. A handful winged 
through our yard a few days 
after their release, 
chattering above me before 
swooping over the fields 
across the road. It was 
reassuring to know they 
were faring well. 

  Waxwings are voracious 
fruit eaters and a pleasure 
to rear due to their sweet 
temperaments. Jays are 
inquisitive and keenly 

observant. They are clever and 
transition readily to food 
feeders when released. The 
tiny, bright red gape of the 
Chipping Sparrow grows in just 
two weeks to a self-feeding, 
flighted sprite ready to venture 
forth. Despite four months of 
hectic life, the rewards are 
immense. It's thrilling to 
witness the Merlin soar free, 
the robins warble above, and 
the goldfinch flock wing in for 
niger seed. 

   The world of our avian 
friends is becoming 
increasingly hazardous. Their 
numbers are declining 
dramatically, but we can help. 
The most important thing to do 
is: Keep your cat indoors! 
We can improve habitat by 
planting fruit bearing shrubs 
and trees, provide clean water 
and modify farming practices 
to allow nestlings time to 
fledge by cutting hay later. 
Offering clean feeders with 
fresh food during the winter 
benefits our non-migratory 
residents. The joy that birds 
bring to our lives is profound 
and immeasurable. We can all 
help to improve their odds and 
our quality of life. ☐ 

______________ 

Patti Smith has been working 
with us for twelve years, raising 
orphaned nestlings and 
fledglings, giving them the one-
on-one care that we cannot 
provide. Nestlings need to be 
fed every twenty minutes from 
dawn to dusk. That is 
dedication. Thank you Patti, 
for all you do. 
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Pilots ‘n Paws (and talons!) 

1

by Sue Meech 

Snowy was admitted in mid-
May in the Gananoque area 
of Eastern Ontario. She was 
found in a farmer’s wagon 
when he went to fill it with 
liquid fertilizer. She was 
trapped inside and had 
damage to her wings and 
feet from trying to get out.  
On arrival, we found the owl 
was thin, weak, and very 
dirty with her tail feathers in 
tatters from being grounded 
for a while. Otherwise we 
could find no major injuries. 
We began the routine care of 
rehydrating the bird, then 
started small liquid feeds 
until she was strong enough 
to eat solid foods - mice 
preferably! 

She gradually gained weight 
and was moved to a bigger 
aviary to regain some flight 
muscles. By mid-June she 
was stronger and flying well. 
We began to think about 
releasing her. All the snowy 

A free ride for a stranded Snowy Owl 

2

owls in the area had left 
already for Northern 
Ontario and Quebec around 
James Bay. It would be a 
long flight for a weakened 
bird, and we wondered if we 
could help her out. We 
contacted our friends at The 
Owl Foundation in 
Vineland, Ontario, to ask 
advice as we usually do. 

They recommended getting 
this bird north as soon as 
possible. Snowy owls are 
very vulnerable to West Nile 
Virus and as such, if they 
remain in Southern Ontario 
could become infected. 
Northern Ontario is much 
safer with no West Nile 
Virus cases reported, so our 
next task was to get her 
there. I had heard about 
Pilots ‘n Paws, a registered 
charity with private pilots 
who do mercy flights for 
animals in need. Could they 
help an owl in need? Of 
course the answer was yes - 
they were delighted to help 

3

but we had obstacles to 
resolve first. The owl likely 
came from Northern 
Quebec, and the Ministry 
officials in Ontario and 
Quebec wanted paperwork 
to cross the border. We were 
running out of time so 
finally settled for Moosonee 
in Northern Ontario. 
Eventually a pilot was found 
who was available to fly 
when the weather was right. 
Snowy is a very wild bird, 
easily stressed, and she 
showed her disapproval 
about us being in the aviary 
by flying straight at Leah in 
attack mode! I met the plane 
at Tyendinaga Airport and 
off she flew. She was met at 
the other end by 
rehabilitators in Moosonee 
and released. Special thanks 
to Gerd, her pilot at Pilots ‘n 
Paws. What a wonderful 
outcome for all of us. ☐ 

See www.pilotsnpaws.org/ 
for more 
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by Linda Killam 
 
In an effort to help people 
realize all that goes on within 
our Centre, we do a weekly 
update called "This Week At 
Sandy Pines".  Included is 
plenty of rich information 
about new animals admitted or 
staying at the Centre, as well as 
news such as our new hospital, 
upcoming fundraising events, 
and current emergency needs 
such as rides for animals to 
other facilities or supply needs. 
These updates keep you well-
informed about goings-on. 
 
 We also have a second weekly 
mailing list entitled "Sandy 
Pines: Who Am I?" This began 
a number of years ago when we 
received a small bird for care, 
but could not identify him! By 
sending out an email to our 
community, we were able to 
find out what he was. This is 
surprisingly common as there 
are nearly 300 bird species in 
Ontario alone. “Who Am I?” 
caught on and we have 
continued it every week 
since. By signing up for the 
mailing list, you receive only a 
picture and some clues. 
Everyone who participates is 
contacted with a write-up 
about the species in question. 
The following week we send 
out the next "Who Am I?" 

mystery which gives the 
answer to the previous week, 
and a new one for the 
next.  The person with the 
highest score at the end of the 
year receives a Sandy Pines T-
shirt.  ☐ 

“This Week at Sandy Pines”  
What’s Happening at the Centre 

Most people don’t see what happens 
beyond our front entrance…  

____________ 

Linda Killam has headed this 
initiative since 2010. When 
she's not working or sleeping, 
it's hard to find Linda without 
a camera in her hands! 
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For this event, we 

need your 
"previously 

loved" jewellery! 
  

Please clean out 
your jewellery 

boxes and drop 
gently used items 

off at: 
 

Napanee:  
Sandy Pines 

Wildlife Centre 
 

Kingston:  
Urban Paws 

(Midland Ave.) or 
The Mutt Hutt 
(Atrium Plaza) 

 

Merry Christmas from owl of us at Sandy Pines! 

New this year, SPWC gift certificates by donation are available for gift-
giving to your loved ones. All funds generated will be used towards 
daily operations and animal rehabilitation. Your gesture will be 
appreciated by both the receiver and the animals. There is no need to 
spend hours shopping when you can get it all done in moments right 
here. Email us at info@sandypineswildlife.org for more details! 
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8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, ON, K7R 3L1 

Please help us help the wildlife of Ontario… 
We depend on your generous donations to carry out the work of rehabilitation and rescue, 
and receive no funding from the government. Please donate by cheque (payable to Sandy 
Pines Wildlife Centre) or on our website via the “Canada Helps” button. Receipts will be 

issued for donations $20.00 or more.  

For more information, please visit www.sandypineswildlife.org, call us at (613) 354-0264, or 
complete this form and mail to the address above. 

       Name: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________ 

                                _______________________________ 

                  Email: _______________________________ 

*We protect your privacy and do not sell our donors or contact list. 
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